THE    GREAT   TUDORS
lands, whither the Emperor had removed his court. When
he was finally recalled he was put into the Tower, accused
of treason against his king and country. Wyatt's mission
had failed, and, partly because of this^ partly on account of
Henry's revulsion for Cromwell's choice for him, Anne of
Cleves, Cromwell had fallen. Wyatt's remorse bit deep.
He felt responsible for his friend's death. Forgetting his
own plight, he writes in a sonnet:
" The pillar parished is wharto I lent:
The strongest staye ofmjne unqiiyet rnynde"
Henceforth he must be condemned: "... I my self,
alwayes my self to hate."
After Cromwell's fall, Wyatt's enemies had got busy.
There were two of them, Haynes, a mere tool, and Edmund
Bonner, afterwards Bishop of London, the man who figures
as a notable slaughterer of Protestants in Foxe's Book of
Martyrs (Bonner charges Wyatt, incidentally, with being a
papist).
Bonner was not without his points. His r61e in the Book
of Martyrs is certainly exaggerated, and anyone who could
get the reputation for being the most unpopular man in
London must have had some good in him. Although he
allowed himself a certain latitude for religious vacillation, he
did end his days in Marshalsca prison, because he would not
take the Oath of Supremacy; and reports of his disregard
for court etiquette in his missions among kings (Francis I
nearly had him killed for his churlishness) show that Bonner
was something of a character,
Bonner's accusation against Wyatt reveals a quaint,
humourless dogmatism, an almost childish plaint, like a
baby boy, blubbering out that his elder brother won't play
with him. The serious charges are that Wyatt was heard
publicly to pronounce disrespectful words against his master,
Henry, and that he had conspired with Cardinal Pole, the
Pope's Legate.
The accusation dated back some years to a most crucial
period in Wyatt's diplomatic career. In 1538 a meeting
took place at Nice between the Pope, Francis, and the
Emperor. Wyatt's business was to see that an alliance did
not result against England. He had also to keep a watchful
eye on the movements of Cardinal Pole, who, it was thought,